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Standards for Students Committee 

Final Report 
2019-2020 

Chair:  Meg Knowles (Communication) 

Members:   
P. Alessandra (Prof Staff Acad. Affairs), P. Badaszewski (Admin. Liaison, Prof. Staff), K. 
Bailey-Jones (Speech-Lang. Path.), L. Berglund (English), R. Fish (Social and 
Psychological Foundations of Education), K. Fujiuchi (Library),  
K. Fulcher-Rood (Speech, Lang. Path.), C. Kindzierski (Elem. Ed. Lit. and Ed. 
Leadership), H. Maldonado (Academic Affairs), P. Marinaccio (Grad-Student), MK. 
Metzger (Prof. Staff-Admissions), R. Rummings (UG Student), R. Santa Maria (Comp. 
Info. Systems), M. Skerrett (Biology), J. Wieczkowski (Anthropology), A. Woznick 
(Prof-Staff Academic Commons) 

Charge: In support of Buffalo State College’s vision, mission, and core values, the 
committee on Standards for Students shall review and recommend policies and 
procedures dealing with but not limited to: 

1. The admission and readmission of all students. 
2. The retention of all students in regard to academic policies, student conduct, 

and institutional programs and initiatives. 
3. The graduation of all students. 

Name of Chair Submitting Report:  Meg Knowles 

Anticipated Vacancies in 2020-2021 for Committee Members:  
There are vacancies for a graduate and undergraduate student . 

Approximate Number of Meetings:  6  

Annual Report:  

Old business from 2018-2019 

1. Graduate Residency Requirement – Proposed revision to collegewide degree 
requirements to reduce Buffalo State minimum number of credits from 32 to 30 and to 
eliminate the 16 credit implied residency requirement as it is often petitioned or not 
enforceable due to the evolution of learning environments (study abroad vs study away, 
CLEP, etc.).   Voted on and approved by the Senate at May 2019 Meeting . 

a. Fall 2019 – The President declined to sign over summer, requesting a revision to add 
SD grade to this policy.   S4S examined the SD issue, and found the SD grade should 
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instead be included in the Policy on Grading.   The President agreed to sign this 
revision of collegewide degree requirements policy  in Fall 2019, and that the 
revision to the SD grade was be taken up for the Policy on Grading, by I&R. 

 

2. IB Credits– Proposed revision to current Alternative Methods to Earning College Credit 
policy (1:04:01) to establish current practice for consideration of International 
Baccalaureate credits and to lower requirement from a score of 5 to 4 for both SL and HL 
Exams for granting credit.  -  Voted on and approved by the Senate at April 2019 Meeting  
 

a. Fall 2019 - S4S followed up with the Provost, who directed the Deans to encourage a 
review of credit equivalency for HL exams that would allow for awarding additional credits 
(6 or more) for scores of a 5 or higher on HL exams (consistent practice of some SUNY 
schools)  

3.  Graduate School Clemency Policy – The Graduate Advisory Council and the 
Graduate School put forth a policy that documents clemency for graduate students, distinct 
from that for undergraduate students. S4S reviewed policy and made suggested revisions 
for consideration. Proposal was sent back to GAC and Graduate School.  

i. Fall 2019 - S4S followed up with GAC and Grad School, adding a question 
about how clemency might impact on financial aid to grad students.  The 
proposal was approved by the Grad School after reviews by Financial Aid 
and Registrar. 

ii. The motion to revise was presented to the Senate by CSCC, and this item 
removed from S4S Agenda. 

 
 

4. Upper Division Credit Limit – In fall 2017, S4S was asked to review and consider 
Buffalo State compliance issues with SUNY Upper Division Credit requirement.   Buffalo 
State catalog suggests a minimum of 36 credits; however, DOPS indicates we are operating 
at a requirement of 45, which is in line with SUNY requirements. in Sp 19, new interim 
provost asked S4S to propose revision to the policy that would consider some 200 level 
courses as UD after consulting with Deans about desired solution for compliance.  

a.  
i. Update:  Fall 2019 - Chair of S4S, Chair of CSCC, Associate Provost and 

Registrar met and agreed the best solution would be to revise DOPS to 
change UD credit requirement to 45.  S4S undertook a review of  programs 
and found only a handful that would have problems with compliance, and 
those departments agreed to make revisions.  The motion to revise DOPS 
I:04:00 College-wide Degree Requirements for Baccalaureate Degrees was 
voted on and approved by the Senate at the  February 2020 Meeting. 

 

New business for 2019-20 
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1. Leave of Absence:  in a 2019 federal Program Review aid audit, Buffalo State was found 
to be out of compliance with federal financial aid regulations; specifically 34 CFR 
§ 668.22 (d) which stipulates that “the number of days in the approved leave of absence, 
when added to the number of days in all other approved leaves of absence, does not exceed 
180 days in any 12-month period;”. Buffalo State was required to provide an official 
Corrective Action Plan Response by February 13, 2020, and that Corrective Action Plan 
Response specified the DOPS Policy 1:07:00 Leave of Absence, Withdrawal from College 
would be revised through shared governance by the end of SP20 semester.  Buffalo State 
students may be denied access to federal financial aid packages if the college remains out of 
compliance 

b. S4S presented a revised version of DOPS I:07:00 Leave of Absence, 
Withdrawal from College, reducing LOA’s to one under 180 days in 
any 12 month period.   The motion was presented, voted on, and 
approved in the April 2020 Senate Meeting. 

 
 

Postponed items from 2019-20, to be addressed in 2020-2021 

a. Grade Change Policy (per F13 SUNY policy statement) – review campus compliance with 
SUNY regulation and identify any areas for process improvement including faculty 
education .  The Policy is here:  https://system.suny.edu/media/suny/content-
assets/documents/academic-affairs/mtp/mtp13-2.pdf 

i. The Registrar provide notes, with questions about Sections:  B.2.b.  and  
B.2.d through B.2.f 

ii. Additional questions raised by committee:  Section B.2.c 
 

b. X grades.  Request from Registrar:  “At this point, if a faculty member doesn’t submit 
any grade of any kind for a student they are assigned an X grade.  That X grade does not 
change until the faculty member submits a grade change.  However, there are instances 
where the X grade just remains on the student record forever.  At some point, I think 
that we might want to develop a policy that indicates what, if anything, should happen 
with these grades.  Many other institutions default these to failing grades after a certain 
period of time (often the same time as the defaulting incomplete grades).” 

i. X grades (discussed by committee, S4S did not approve of reverting X 
grades to E’s.   S4S did not find an acceptable alternative to leaving the 
matter with the department chair.  There was a suggestion to limit the 
time to change the x-grade--  to a mandatory adjustment by May of 
each year. 
 

c. Commencement Policy – Dops  I:04:00 – Policy was changed by Academic Affairs 
administratively in December 2019.   The Interim Provost recommends S4S consider 
DOPS revisions to reflect  the differentiations between graduation and commencement 
ceremonies seen in the administrative policy.   

i. (2018) Recommendation is to change title of current DOPS policy 

https://system.suny.edu/media/suny/content-assets/documents/academic-affairs/mtp/mtp13-2.pdf
https://system.suny.edu/media/suny/content-assets/documents/academic-affairs/mtp/mtp13-2.pdf
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(I:04:00) to Graduation Requirements, then have a section titled 
Collegewide Degree Requirements for Baccalaureate Degrees and a new 
section on Commencement Ceremonies (as proposed). Commencement 
Ceremonies policy should be reviewed by Graduate School for 
consideration and whether a section could be added to address 
graduate student degree requirements.  

 
 

Tabled business in 2019-20 

There was no new tabled business in 2019-20 
 

 

 


